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Excerpt: . . . collected during the breakout sessions. Team leaders at the workshop gave a summary recap of
these sessions during session 7 ( see section 4. 4). 2. THE FAA BONDED STRUCTURES RESEARCH EFFORTS. 2. 1
OVERVIEW. The Bonded Structures Workshop in June 2004 was held prior to drafting the policy in order to gain
industry agreement on the critical technical issues for bonding and collect inputs on successful engineering
practices. The detailed engineering background on bonding will be documented in a series of FAA William J.
Hughes Technical Center reports with the help of industry. The current report represents the first of these
documents. The FAA efforts in bonded structures will continue beyond 2004. The next major milestone for
regulatory guidance on bonding is scheduled for 2008. The current plan is to update policy and release an
advisory circular for bonded aircraft structure at that time. Training will also be updated by 2008. Focused
research on critical bonding issues will remain active to support the FAA efforts in regulatory development and
training. The FAA will also continue to support industry and working groups, such as MIL-HDBK-17, SAE, and
ASTM, in developing engineering standards for structural bonding in the coming years. The FAA research in
structural bonding from 2000 to 2003 followed a plan outlined by Don Oplinger, who was a composite research
project manager at the FAA William J. Hughes Technical Center. This plan included studies to characterize
adhesive materials and investigate structural joint details important to existing applications. Some work was
performed to...
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