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President of the United States But it will avail little to procure a temporary adjustment; and I am prompted to
address you now because I observe in some quarters indications of a disposition to accept, if not to invite, a
peace which would inevitably lead to new convulsions more disastrous than the present. By some persons of
considerable political prominence, and by some leading presses, a systematic eHort appears to be put forth to
reconcile the public mind to the idea that the future policy of the Government may be formed on the basis of a
compromise with the cause of the existing rebellion, which will admit of the re-establishment of slavery in the
States where it has been abolished by your proclamation of January last. To pave the way, apparently, for such
a compromise, northern sympathisers with rebellion and some too who cannot justly be so designated,
constantly endeavor to impress on the public mind the notion that our National and State Constitutions were
made for the white race alone; and that therefore other races can have no rights under them. No one denies, I
believe, that the people of the white race were much more considered in framing our Constitutions than the
people of the black race; but the impression sought to be made is that the blacks are excluded, by their terms,
and by inference, from being regarded as a part of the people for whom they were made. The proposition so
understood I propose briefly to consider; and then to add a few words on the policy to which, it seems...
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