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illustrated. 1898 Excerpt: . . . BUILDING IN SILENCE THE silence amid which the building of Solomons Temple
was carried on was partly due to the reverential feeling in which that holy work was undertaken. The deepest
emotions in the human heart are generally the quietest. Our profounder feelings shrink from babble and noise.
If we stand before a masterpiece of art and try to take in the harmonies of colour, or the symmetry of form, the
frivolous remarks of a companion distress us. If we walk in the depths of a forest glade, or if we delight our eyes
with the falling of gleams and of shadows upon the sward till we are lost in a pleasant day-dream, an incursion
of jocund excursionists is resented as being almost a sacrilege. If we have to say farewell to friends we love, and
the hour of parting, long-dreaded, has come at last, we feel that it is not a time for fluent talk, or for sparkling
fun, but rather for the silent grip of the hand and the tearful God bless you! And when we enter some stately
cathedral, rich in solemn associations, it is natural that we should be hushed and quiet. It was with some such
feeling that the prophet Habakkuk exclaimed, The Lord is in His Holy Temple, let all the earth keep silence
before Him ; and in harmony with that sentiment wise King Solomon commanded that Jehovahs Temple
should be built quietly, and the house, when it...
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