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Original publisher: Colorado Springs, Colo. : USAF Institute for National Security Studies, US Air Force Academy,
1997. OCLC Number: (OCoLC)44723117 Subject: Tactical nuclear weapons -- Russia (Federation) Excerpt: . . .
toward the global abolition of nuclear weapons. In a surprising turn of events, General Butler expressed his
apparently new-found belief that nuclear weapons have no defensible role. . . and that broader consequences
of their employment 1 transcend any military utility. The following day, a group of 61 retired generals and
admirals from 17 countries joined in issuing a statement calling for: significant cuts in current nuclear
stockpiles by all nations that currently possess nuclear weapons; the removal of nuclear weapons from alert
postures and substantial reductions in their readiness; a long-term international policy based on the principle
of continuous, complete and irrevocable elimination of 2 nuclear weapons. Among this groups
recommendations was a call for the United States and Russia to continue the START process, and, as soon as
practicable, to cut down to 1000 3 In the judgment of these former to 1500 warheads each and possibly lower.
military oJicers, such a move could be taken quickly and without any reduction in the military security of either
the US or Russia. While the motives of this group may be admirable, the notion that the two largest possessors
of nuclear weapons could speedily draw down their arsenals to under 2000 warheads is misguided. Such an
idea highlights a bias toward the apex of the nuclear weapons pyramid - the strategic nuclear forces - and
ignores the thousands of so-called tactical nuclear weapons possessed by both states. The very real threats
associated with Russias tactical nuclear arsenal - possible operational use, loss of central control,...
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