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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand ***** Excerpt: .of governor-general. It seemed reasonable, if he came
thither at all, that he should come in that elevated capacity. The Staten wished it. The Earl ardently longed for
it. The ambassador, who knew more of Netherland politics and Netherland humours than any man did,
approved of it. The interests of both England and Holland seemed to require it. No one but Leicester knew that
her Majesty had forbidden it. Accordingly, no sooner had the bell-ringing, cannon-explosions, bonfires, and
charades, come to an end, and the Earl got fairly housed in the Hague, than the States took the affair of
government seriously in hand. On the 9th January, Chancellor Leoninus and Paul Buys waited upon Davison,
and requested a copy of the commission granted by the Queen to the Earl. The copy was refused, but the
commission was read; by which it appeared that he had received absolute command over her Majesty s forces
in the Netherlands by land and sea, together with authority to send for all gentlemen and other personages out
of England that he might think useful to him. On the 10th the States passed a resolution to offer him the
governor-generalship over all the Provinces. On the same day another committee waited upon his Excellency -
as the States chose to denominate the Earl, much to the subsequent wrath of the Queen-and made an
appointment for the whole body to wait upon him the following morning. Upon that day accordingly-New Year
s Day, by the English reckoning, 11th January by the New Style-the deputies of all the States at an early hour
came to his lodgings, with much pomp, preceded by a herald and trumpeters....
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