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indexed. Not illustrated. 1908 Excerpt: .Previous, however, to this period, we had not been unaware of the
danger to which our peace would be perpetually exposed while so important a key to the commerce of the
Western country remained under foreign power. DiJiculties, too, were presenting themselves as to the
navigation of other streams, which, arising within our territories, pass through those adjacent. Propositions
had therefore been authorized for obtaining, on fair conditions, the sovereignty of New Orleans, and of other
possessions in that quarter interesting to our quiet, to such extent as was deemed practicable; and the
provisional appropriation of two millions of dollars, to be applied and accounted for by the President of the
United States, intended as part of the price, was considered as conveying the sanction of Congress to the
acquisition proposed. The enlightened Government of France saw, with just discernment, the importance to
both nations of such liberal arrangements as might best and permanently promote the peace, friendship, and
interests of both; and the property and sovereignty of all Louisiana, which had been restored to them, have on
certain conditions been transferred to the United States by instruments bearing date the 30th of April last. When
these shall have received the constitutional sanction of the Senate, they will without delay be communicated to
the representatives also, for the exercise of their functions, as to those conditions which are within the powers
vested by the Constitution in Congress. While the property and sovereignty of the Mississippi and...
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