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Servicel Summary: "Man of the People is the best of the Truman biographies, beating by a short head David
McCullough's highly readable Truman, published four years ago."--The Sunday Telegraph"Hamby has
produced a massive, engaging, and revealing political and personal study. He renders a Truman who is more
complex and, perhaps, more real--a man flawed and ordinary in many ways, yet ultimately admirable and
often consistent with the mythology that casts him as an ordinary man called upon to play an extraordinary
role in world history. This is an admirably thoughtful and penetrating study. Hamby has taken us a step
beyondmythology."--Chicago Tribune"Hamby presents a beautifully constructed and scrupulously researched
portrait of Truman that strips away the mythologizer''s varnish to give us the authentic, gutsy politician whose
life was a potent testimony to burning ambition, good judgment, and blind luck. It"s all here: the Truman
Doctrine, the Taft-Hartley Act, the Marshall Plan, the Berlin Airlift, the National Security Act, the 1948 upset
victory, the creation of NATO, the Chinese Revolution,McCarthy, NSC-68, the Korean War, Douglas MacArthur''s
dismissal. At the helm of these events is Truman, making tough decisions more carefully in Man of the People
than in other biographies, an ordinary fellow less self-assured than we have been led to believe by "The Buck
Stops Here''promoters."--Douglas Brinkley, The Washington Post Book World"A superb new biography. The
Truman we meet in these pages is more troubled, complicated, and genuine than the man we have read about
before. While Mr. Hamby''s account lacks the narrative drive of David McCullough's Pulitzer Prize-winning
Truman.it is superior.in providing a clear interpretative framework for understanding the relationship between
Truman''s personal traits and his momentous Presidential decisions. What Mr. Hamby has done, withgreat...
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