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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Church Burnings: Hearing Before the Committee on
the Judiciary United States Senate, One Hundred Fourth Congress, Second Session on the Federal Response to
Recent Incidents of Church Burnings in Predominantly Black Churches Across the South, June 27, 1996 The
committee met, pursuant to notice, at 11:01 a.m., in room SH-216, Hart Senate Office Building, Hon. Orrin G.
Hatch (chairman of the committee) presiding. Also present: Senators Grassley, Specter, Thompson, Kyl,
Abraham, Biden, Kennedy, Leahy, and Heflin. Opening Statement of Hon. Orrin G. Hatch, A U.S. Senator from
the State of Utah. The Chairman. | apologize to everybody here. The Judiciary Committee had to have a special
executive session and it took us a little while off the floor after the last vote and it was a controversial session
and it just took us longer than we thought it would take. So | apologize to everybody concerned because this is
a very, very important nearing to all of us. This morning, the Judiciary Committee will hear testimony
concerning a very disturbing series of church burnings, many of which involve identifiably black churches. The
role of black churches in the black community and in American history cannot be overstated, nor can it be
succinctly described. Not only houses of God tending to the spiritual and cultural needs of their parishioners,
not only refuges from oppression and indignity in the wider society through the centuries, black churches were
often, in the words of Rev. Jesse Jackson, railroad station[s] and so often the pastor was the conductor, in the
underground railroad for slaves escaping bondage. More recently, black churches served as command centers
and outposts in a great movement...
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