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CHAPTER XV. CONCLUSION. The history of the Medieval Empire
has, as we have seen, been fertile in contrasts. By a strange freak
of fortune the title and tradition of the Caesars passes to the
latest barbarian arrival within the circle of the civilized nations
of the west. The Saxon king of a rude race of peasants is
required to conserve and to appreciate a conception of
government moulded by the genius of the Latin races in a
climate of Roman law and Roman religion, and saturated with
the spirit of Roman autocracy, that last and most refined
distillation of the aristocratic pride of a great city. A barbarian,
living in a condition of affable equality with his fellowtribesmen,
is asked to posture as the descendant of Augustus, the masterful
and subtle, as the co-equal of those Greek rulers, for whose
elaborate court Constantine...
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