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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, United States, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152
mm. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****This book is a memoir of long summer
holidays the author spent in Claregalway with her mother s family from 1944 to the mid 1950 s. Living in an
inner city area in Dublin this annual holiday was like another world where she, and her two siblings, ran free
and wild ignoring edicts to keep away from the river, stay out of field with the bull in it, not to eat or drink
anything from Bina Lenihan s kitchen and not to annoy the neighbours. Lying about these activities was
enough to ensure that she, and her co-conspirators, had sufficient sins to make a weekly confession worthwhile.
As self-centered children they were not aware of the struggles and sacrifices of their hardworking family who
farmed the land and slaned the turf in the townlands of Gortcloonmore, Gortadooey, Montiagh, Cregboy and
Cloonbiggen, the latter hamlet in the townland of Claregalway, all, within the Parish of Claregalway. Today the
old Claregalway townlands are little more than names on a map vying for space with new housing estates, and
a simple way of life has long gone. Local characters are remembered by fewer and fewer people but for those
who do remember them they are recalled with great affection. In an era when people stopped for the angelus
bell and when money only changed hands on Fair and Quarter Days neighbour harvested with neighbour,
divided butchered meat and Hughes Shop put weekly necessities on the ledger until customers had the where-
with-all to settle the account. Living as we do now in money and possession driven times a look back on a
simpler life is a salutary experience. As...
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