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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Carmen Deo Nostro, Te Decet Hymnus: Sacred
Poems Poet and Saint is how Cowley, Crashaw s elegist, salutes the dead poet; and in this case there is more
truth in the words than in many similar compliments. That Crashaw was a poet is too obvious to need
comment: that he was a saint is true in the broader sense that Crashaw s was a most holy, humble and genuine
soul. Born in 1613 and dying in 1649, the poet lived but thirty-six years, most of which were spent in quiet and
reflective retirement as a Fellow at Cambridge. Into the last six years of his life is crowded really all the incident
that it contains; and during these years were written, following upon the great crisis of the poet s life, almost all
the poems with which in this book we are concerned. Richard Crashaw was born in London, where his father,
William Crashaw, was a Puritan preacher of some note. About the poet s father not much is known beyond that
he cherished a quite special grudge against the Pope, and inveighed against his son s future chief shepherd to
the extent of some dozen volumes. He seems, however, to have been a man of some education, for we hear of
him addressing some Latin verses to his son s tutor, while the poet was at school. What is most important to
know about him, we do know, namely that he was a good father; and had his son s present welfare at heart no
less than the Pope s future. About the poet s mother, not even the efforts of the most indomitable...
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