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of the nursery in which | had somehow found myself looked over a London side street. To the right, a few
hundred yards away, horse-omnibuses rumbled along a main thoroughfare, where already a shop that now
sprawls all over the neighbourhood had begun (though this was as nothing yet) to expand. To the left, and
almost at once, the side street itself expanded into a Square; which is the nearest that | have yet come to living
in one, though | seem to have written about them a good deal. Almost immediately opposite there was another
nursery window, with children, though older than myself, whom it appeared that | knew. They, and my elder
sister, would sometimes breathe on their respective panes and write messages, of a simple nature, in reverse.
However, as | wasn t only younger but was taking a curiously long time to learn my letters, | was unable to
interpret them myself. That would have been in the winter, of course, when windows were shut - unless my
memory is up to some very queer trick again, | could swear that during at least one cold snap we were
hermetically sealed in with strips of brown paper pasted along the sides, tops, and bottoms of both sashes - and
breath would condense visibly at once. It was in the winter, too, that everyone s water-supply used to freeze -
here, however, the clock has come round - and that the turncock would plant little stand-pipes, wrapped with
straw, in the street, from which pails or jugs could be filled. Just as...
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