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(FAA) and related aviation programs, expires at the end of FY2003. Consequently, the 108th Congress has been
engaged in the process of drafting and debating legislation to reauthorize the FAA and related aviation
programs for future years. A number of issues have risen to prominence in the reauthorization debate. The
condition of the airline industry, while not directly addressed in the bills, has had an impact on the debate
because the aviation industry s recessionary environment has constrained the trust fund revenues that support
most of the FAA budget. Increasing capacity and reducing future congestion and delay are issues that are
addressed in both airport development proposals as well as proposals concerning air traffic modernization.
Environmental streamlining is also a major element of the reauthorization debate, involving proposals to
expedite environmental reviews potentially affecting the completion of airport capacity capital projects.
Funding security enhancements at airports without depleting the Airport and Airway Trust Fund of funds
needed to support the national system s other needs has become a significant issue in the debate. Subsidizing
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