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Excerpt: .influence and had been prominent in the affairs of
the county from the beginning of the war. The time came
presently when every man had to take his stand and declare
himself for or against the question of the hour. Two papers for
signature were circulated, one by the Cumberland County
committee in favor of New York, and the other, an association
of independence, issued by the Dorset convention of
September, 1776. We fancy the discussion which these papers
of opposite purport must have excited in the villages and
hamlets to which they found their way. Paramount in
importance with the larger issue of the war was this local
question of the birth of a new State. Could it be done? Were
there enough people? Would they be strong enough to repel
not merely the enemy on the north, but their greedy neighbors
on the...
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